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Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 March 2004 . 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-3 and 6 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Yamada et 
al. (2001/0033263 Al). 

As to claim 1, Yamada teaches a method for driving a plasma display panel which 
displays a frame composed of a plurality of sub- fields having different weights of luminance 
(figure 6 A-C) and page 3, paragraph 0023), the method comprising: using plural kinds of 
application voltage waveforms (figure 1 1, (1 101 & 1 102) different in light emission luminance 
(figure 6A-C, and figures 10-1 1, page 1, paragraph 001 1 and page 3, paragraph 0023), as pulse 
voltages for sustain discharges in display of each sub-field (figures 1-2 and column 5, paragraphs 
0060-0064) ; and adjusting the number of waves in each of the plural kinds of application 
voltage waveforms (figure 1 1, (1 101 & 1 102) according to the weight of luminance set for each 
sub-field, thereby performing gradation display (figures 1, 6 and 9-11, and page 3, paragraph 
0023).. 

As to claim 2, Yamada teaches wherein the number of waves in each of the plural kinds 
of application voltage waveforms (figure 1 1, (1 101 & 1 102) is changed in accordance with input 
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luminance in order to perform gradation display (figures 1, 6 and 9-1 1, and page 3, paragraph 
0023). 

As to claim 3, Yamada teaches, wherein the plural kinds of application voltage 
waveforms (figure 1 1, (1 101 & 1 102) are arranged regularly and alternatively (page 3, paragraph 
0023, paragraph 0025 and page 6, paragraph 0076). 

As to claim 6, Yamada teaches. Wherein the constituent ratio of the plural kinds of 
application voltage waveforms (figure 1 1, (1 101 & 1 102) is changed in accordance with a 
display rate in display screen (figures 1, 6 and 9, and column 3, paragraph 0023 and page 5, 
paragraphs 0060-0064). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4-5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 

allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 

any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
As to claim 4, "wherein, of the plural kinds of application voltage waveforms, 

application voltage waveforms of a kind with a high ultimate electric potential are arranged by 

being gathered in a latter half phase of a sustain period" 

As to claim 5, "wherein, of the plural kinds of application voltage waveforms, 

application voltage waveforms of a kind with a higher ultimate electric potential are arranged by 

gathered in the middle phase of a sustain period, and application voltage waveforms of anther 
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kind with a lower ultimate electric potential are arranged by being gathered in phases prior to and 
subsequent to the middle phase of the sustain period". 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Suzuki (2003/0122743 Al) teaches a PDP having any luminance high than a 
predetermined value in a display region. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mansour M. Said whose telephone number is 571-272-7679. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:30-6:00 P.M. The 
examiner can also be reached on alternate Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Richard A. Hjerpe 
whose telephone number is 571-272-7681. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 57 1 -273-8300 (for Technology Center 2600 only) 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at the 

Randolph Building, 401, Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 22314. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
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obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Mansour M. Said 
12/23/06 



SUPERVISOJ 




